
 

May 2015 Newsletter 

 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

May 9th- Saturday. 8AM-12PM. Auction & Raffle. 

May 14th- No regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

June 11th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

John Miller on Native Trees. 

June 26-28th- Club Exhibition. 

July 9th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Howard and Sylvia Smith workshop. 

July 23rd- Board of Directors meeting. 

Aug. 13th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Kusamono- grass plantings. 

Sept. 10th-  LSBF visiting artist: Owen Rich 

Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Oct. 8th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. Howard 

and Sylvia Smith workshop 

Oct. 22nd- BoD meeting moved to Fall Festival. 

Oct.24-25th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Nov. 5th- Visiting guest speaker Bjorn Bjorholm. 

Dec. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Christmas Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Raffle & Auction 

Saturday, May 9th, 8 AM. 
The auction and raffle is a great time to pick 

up bonsai material at reasonable prices. 
 

No regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 
 
From our President, Bill Weber- 
 

With all the worldly distractions 

(earthquakes, protests, & rioting) it is nice put those 

things aside for a while and work on our bonsai.  A 

spoon full of sugar helps the medicine go down. 

This month we will not be meeting on our 

normal 2nd Thursday.  Instead we will be hosting our 

annual auction & raffle on Saturday May 9th 

8:00am.  I always worry about material at this event 

but somehow it all works out.  Please read Stevens 

article for more details. 

In June we will host our annual show.  This 

will take place in the rose room across from where 

we normally meet.  Start preparing your trees now to 

avoid last minute rushing.  I would encourage all 

members to show at least 1 tree.  It takes a 

tremendous effort to set the show up and a good 

showing of trees makes the show worth the effort. 

 

Hope to see you at one of these events. 

Bill Weber 

(972)679-2936 

 

 

From our Program Chairman  

Steven Hendricks- 

 

What: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

Annual Auction and Raffle 

When: Saturday, May 9, 8AM 

Where: Forth Worth Botanical 

Garden Deborah Beggs Moncrief 

Garden Center 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive N, Fort Worth, TX 



Fort Worth Bonsai Society  

Annual Auction and Raffle  
 

All members are asked to bring in bonsai 

related items for the Auction/Raffle as we have done 

for several years. Trees, pots, slabs, tools, books, 

magazines, companion plants, and artwork are all 

acceptable things to bring. 

Each member may bring in as many bonsai 

items as you like. Items for the auction must have a 

minimum value of $35 and be bonsai-related. Items 

below $35 will be used for the raffle. Please see 

elsewhere in this newsletter for specific guidelines 

for the Auction.  

We always have a great time at the Auction/ 

Raffle. You never know what will show up at this 

event. You are sure to see something you will want 

for your collection and much at bargain prices. Hope 

you can make it. Here is the schedule. 

8:00 am Doors open, set up, bring in items. 

9:00-10:00    Raffle tickets on sale.  All items 

should be in place and ready for 

viewing. 

10:00  Raffle begins. 

10:30  Auction begins. 

At the end of the Auction, we must quickly clean and 

vacate the room for another group coming in at 1pm. 

Final money matters can be conducted in the hallway 

if necessary. 

Auction Guidelines: 

1. Items for auction must have a value of at least 

$35 and must be bonsai related.  

2. Final price of the item will be split 80% to the 

owner, 20% to FWBS. If you are donating an 

item to the FWBS for the auction, thank you 

and the club will keep 100% of the final bid.  

3. All funds to be collected by FWBS. Owner's 

share to be distributed by the treasurer  
within a week of the auction. Please check 

with the treasurer at the end of the auction  
for the total sales amount.  

4. Upon arrival to the event, please register your 

auction items with the auctioneer.  Have the 

type of tree or name of item, any other 

pertinent information that may help sell your 

item, and your minimum acceptable bid 

price. You will fill out a paper auction form 

to place by the item. Your cooperation is 

needed here, as this is our only means of 

keeping records for the auction.  

5. At any time during the event the owner may 

lower the minimum amount by first 

informing the auctioneer. If there are no bids 

for an item, the auctioneer may ask for any 

bids from the floor and sell the item for less 

than the minimum bid upon the owner's 

approval.  

6. As this is a fundraiser for the bonsai club, 

please do not sell items outside of the 

auction/raffle area.  

7. Winning bidders are expected to pay for their 

items at the end of the auction by cash, check, 

or credit card. 

 

 

Pictures from April’s Meeting.  
Mark’s Talk About Starting Bonsai From 

Nursery Material. 
 

 
One of Mark’s juniper bonsai that began as a 

nursery plant. 
 



 
Mark brought several nursery plants to show what 

to look for in good bonsai material when selecting 

plants at a nursery.  

 

 
This is a cotoneaster after pruning back to a basic 

branch framework to emphasize the trunk. 

 

 
Interested viewers watch as Mark starts to design a 

Euonymus, sometimes called a firebush. 

 
The beginnings of a bonsai. 

 

 

 
John got into the act with work on a Yaupon holly. 

 

 

 
Opening up the foliage so light can get to all the 

branches. 

 

 



Oh Those Squirrels! 
By Steven Hendricks 

 

Is it any wonder those in bonsai hate 

squirrels?  This is a little winged elm.  That straight 

line rising from the left side of the pot is a pecan 

seedling that some little darling planted last fall or 

this spring.  I can’t imagine how he managed to get a 

full size pecan under the trunk and the wire.  The pot 

is only one inch deep. 

 

   
 

 

 
 

May BONSAI 
By John Miller 

March and early April in my backyard was rainy 

and cold.  There was no time that I had to water 

everything, I just watched daily and watered those that 

needed it. 

Anyhow, we must assume that they will now fall 

into a ‘normal’ routine and proceed with the usual May 

bonsai care, maybe modified a bit. 

Leaf pruning would normally be done in May 

only on very healthy trees.  However if your trees broke 

late you should make sure that they have sufficient food 

and light and time to make and store enough energy to 

produce a healthy set of new leaves before the heat of 

summer.   The new leaves need to have time to mature 

before the heat sets in.  If in doubt do not leaf prune this 

year.  My rule of thumb is no leaf pruning of deciduous 

species  after Memorial Day. 

If you have flowering or fruiting bonsai, they 

should probably not be pruned until June so they will 

develop the necessary flowers and the fruit will need a lot 

of foliage to support the tree while the fruit grows.   

Azaleas usually have too many buds and should have 

some buds removed to allow room for the flowers to open 

fully. 

Repotting season is getting close for tropicals.  

Generally they may be done whenever the night 

temperatures stay above 60 degrees.  The repotting of 

tropicals is done when they are in active growth.  Be extra 

vigilant to prevent the roots from drying during repotting.  

Place the repotted tree in an area with good light but little 

direct sun.  It should have good air flow but no wind until 

it shows new growth. 

A good organic program takes care of both the 

feeding and the insect problems.  The trick is to be sure to 

thoroughly cover the plant including all the leaf axils and 

do it on a regular basis.  A regular schedule is needed with 

chemical sprays too. 

The standard horde of pests will be knocking of 

your door any day now if they are not already at the dinner 

table.  Pale leaves would indicate spider mites.  Aphids 

and woolly scale are easy to see but you need to look for 

them.  Small caterpillars are easy to miss until you see 

holes in your leaves.  My overall cure for these is an 

organic foliar spray of  one tablespoon each of fish 

emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses and apple cider vinegar in 

a gallon of water.  It will not only feed the tree but take 

care of any vermin there.  Be sure to spray the under sides 

of the leaves and the leaf axils too.  Use a hand or pump 

up sprayer to get a fine spray to cover all top and bottom 

of leaves, a hose end sprayer doesn’t cover good enough.  

This is also true if you want to use commercial chemical 

sprays. 

A regular schedule is needed because you need to 

hit them while they are moving and out of their protective 

coating especially scale and bagworms.  The life cycle of 



spider mites (from egg to adult laying new egg) can be as 

short as 5 days in hot weather.  You may have to use a 

systemic control for scale. 

Fungal diseases can show up with damp weather. 

Leaf spot can be serious on Catlin and chinese elms and 

on hollies.  Mildew can be a problem when the weather 

turns warm. There are organic fungicides available, 

baking soda is one.  Check an organics nursery or 

publications. A 1% solution of hydrogen peroxide (dilute 

the standard 3% store bought stuff 2 parts water to each 

part peroxide) is also recommended but it can injure 

tender new shoots. 

Most Americans do not fertilize their bonsai 

properly.  We are addicted to quick and labor saving 

techniques.  Chemical fertilizers tend to fall in that bin.  

Plants can only utilize a small amount of nutrients at a 

time.  Organic fertilizers break down slowly by microbial 

action.  When you water over an organic fertilizer you 

wash those nutrients into the soil constantly providing the 

required small amount of food.  Water soluble chemical 

fertilizers give a large quick dose of food.  However our 

bonsai soils do not captivate the fertilizer as well as dirt 

or commercial planting mixes.  The next time you water 

you wash all nutrients away and the tree starves until the 

next feeding.  I do not like loose organic fertilizers 

because they tend to wash into the top layer of soil and 

reduce the air space and keep the soil too moist.  Ball type 

fertilizers do not do that.  You can try using a small plastic 

or paper cup to hold a teaspoon of the loose organics.  

Punch small holes in the bottom and hold the in place with 

a nail. 

Be sure to keep the pruning utensils going, do not 

let the growth get coarse.  Ideally you would never let the 

new growth on developed branches get more than 5 leaves 

and prune it back to 2 or 3 leaves..  Also develop a habit 

when pruning of checking the wire you may still have on 

the tree.  Remove it before the branch grows into the wire.  

Wire marks can never be fully removed. 

If in spite of your efforts a tree gets dehydrated 

from being in high winds or from lack of watering some 

special care will be needed.  If the tree was recently 

repotted that compounds the problem. First move the 

plant to a protected area out of the sun and winds and mist 

the foliage, branches and trunk. 

Treatment would depend on how much damage 

you have to the foliage.  If the leaves are dried, and go 

easy on the watering until new growth starts.  Do not pull 

the dead leaves off because you may damage the latent 

buds.  You may cut the leaf stem if you desire.  No 

fertilizer until the plant starts growing again.  If the leaves 

are mostly green with only damaged tips continue normal 

care.  If the tree is not stressed too much you can then leaf 

prune later and obtain new foliage. 

Make preparations to protect your trees and pots 

from the heat that is coming.  Be sure to remember that 

the most critical time of day is late afternoon.  Usually 

that is when he temp is highest and the air is driest (the 

relative humidity is low) and lets all the suns energy 

through to your backyard.  The bonsai must be protected 

from the sun coming in at a low angle getting under you 

shade cloth or trees.  Use chopped sphagnum moss on the 

surface of your soil to help retain moisture in the soil and 

it also helps keeping it cool.  I like to water after sundown 

to cool the roots so the plant can recover overnight. Water 

other times as needed. 

 

 

Howdy FWBS, 
Please find attached a paragraph on the 

bonsai educational seminar to be hosted by the Lone 

Star Bonsai Federation. 

Take advantage of this type of opportunity 

to advance your bonsai skills and knowledge in 

your hobby. 

 

Happy styling, 

Mark Bynum, President 

Lone Star Bonsai Federation 

& Delegate from FWBS 

 

2015 LSBF Bonsai Educational 

Seminar       October 9-10, 2015 
 

 Save the date!  October 9 and 10, 2015 the 

Lone Star Bonsai Federation is hosting a special 

bonsai educational seminar at the Kingwood 

Community Center in Houston, Texas.  Because 

there will not be a regular Bonsai Convention for 

2015, the LSBF Board of Directors will be hosting a 

1½ day mini-convention to continue our mission of 

bonsai education and advancement. 

  There will be two topics, bunjin and bonsai 

display, both are elusive and rarely discussed; both 

are about simplicity, but not easy to accomplish. The 

headliner will be a well known graduate of a long 

apprenticeship under a multiple Prime Minister 

award winning bonsai professional in Japan.  Demos, 

lectures, workshops, display (and critique), auction, 

raffles and vendors!. All at a very reasonable 

price.  More details to follow monthly. 

 For now, work on your best bunjin bonsai for 

exhibition at the seminar.  This will be a judged show 

with LSBF Certificates Of Recognition awarded. 

 

 



Tropical Bonsai School, with 

Pedro Morales 
First Year Class   (Year of the Saw) 
July 2nd – July 5th  

Classroom portion –  

Thursday,  9 AM – 6 PM 

Hands –On work 

Friday, Sat. and Sunday,   9 AM – 5 PM 

Held at “Timeless Trees” in Rosenberg, TX 

.Four days of intensive instruction, lecture, videos, and hands-

on work with the world renowned Bonsai artist Pedro 

Morales.  Just bring your tools and wire.  Lunch on Fri, Sat 

and Sunday, is included.  Hotels and restaurants close by, we 

will assist you with arrangements.   
The best instructional value in the U.S. 
$375.00 per class 

Contact Hurley Johnson to sign up,  

832-526-5962 or  hurley@all-tex.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This 

is the building where the large conservatory 

greenhouse is located. Please check our website at 

www.fwbonsai.com 

For meeting dates and special events. To join or ask 

questions contact: 

Bill Weber, President,  972-679-2936 

 

 

Board of Directors: 
President: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Joan DeCapio 

 ronarrington@sbcglobal.net 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 
LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  
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